
Course Design Essentials

Q U I C K  C H E C K  G U I D E

C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S

E X P E C T A T I O N S

A S S E S S M E N T S

S T U D E N T  E X P E R I E N C E

C O M M U N I T Y

Is there an introduction to the
course? Does it include what is
needed for success?
Is the syllabus posted in an
accessible format?
Are links provided to institutional
support services and policies?

Are the learning objectives stated
clearly?
Are the benefits of the objectives
shared with students?
Do students understand how the
coursework relates to the objectives?

How can students communicate and
interact?
What can students expect regarding
grading and feedback?
How can students model the use of
current citations and copyright laws?

Are the Modules logically named and
sequenced?
Are checklists and calendars provided
as aids?
Do students have opportunities to
seek out remediation or challenges?

Is there a student initiated discussion
area?
Do the students have the opportunity
to introduce themselves?
Are there opportunities to give and
receive peer review and feedback?

Are there multiple types of assessments
available?
Are rubrics and samples of work
supplied to students?
Do students have the opportunity to
choose between assessments for an
objective?



Are the course pages presented in a
readable format for online learning?
Are multiple means of representation
used to present information (text,
video, audio)?
Are captions or transcripts available
for audio and video files?

Are unused items hidden in the
course navigation?
Do the external links work?
Are the assignments weighted
correctly?
Has student view been used to
verify the student experience?
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